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THE MONUMENT DURING THE MEDIEVAL PERIOD

L

1 About the subject, please read Botelho (2010: 367).

Aerial view.
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2 About this issue, please read Resende (2011).

General view.
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The legend and the miracle of Cárquere

T

–
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Sculpture. Our Lady of Cárquere. Source: José Vicente’s private collection.
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The image of Our Lady of Cárquere

R

3 “How we feel impressed under the arches of a primitive church, before an image seen and adored by kings, “ricomens” 
[noble men] and people from remote centuries, which was perhaps carried as a talisman in its minuscule silver reliquary, to the 
middle of the battles against the Moors which certainly ran the seven corners of the world, a world that we do not know, nor 
ever will we know!” (Correia, 1919: 58).
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On the construction of the Monastery of Saint Mary of Cárquere

I

4 “(…) we found that, in this year of 1732, despite the many and various changes, which they have gone through, was 
discovered, or better yet, noted, a stone which is preserved in that Monastery, tucked in the walls of the his Residential Manor, 
which goes from Our Lady’s cruise till the courtyard, called a porch close to its first arch, which states in an ancient sign, very 
hard to read, that it is the Monastery founded in the year 1125, which is the year of Christ 1087, counting according to the 
year of Caesar, as it seems to count” (Duarte, 2004).

View of the tower in the early 
20th century. Source: Nuno Resende’s 
private collection.

West façade.
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“Conventinho” [little convent]. Tower.
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Church. East façade. Mullioned window. Church. Chancel.



206 Church. Chancel. Triumphal arch and vault.

Church. South façade. Nave.

Church. Triumphal arch. Walled-up crevice.
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The pantheon of the Resendes

F

5 There are two black goats passing one above the other, which are made of gold and covered with gold drops.  
6 In the Modern Period, the church of the Saviour of Resende (the name Saviour is still used), whose Romanesque 

construction was deeply changed, was the Pantheon of the Castros, the successors of the Resendes.

Pantheon of the Resendes.
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7 About this issue, please see Church of Tarouquela, Cinfães.
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Pantheon of the Resendes. East façade. 
Interior view of the crevice.

Pantheon of the Resendes. East façade. 
External view of the crevice.

Pantheon of the Resendes. South wall. Inscription.
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“The White” Virgin

W

8 Please see MUSEU NACIONAL DE ARTE ANTIGA – Virgem com o Menino. Inventário 1087, ascribed to Master Pêro, 2nd 

quarter of the 14th century.
9 This tradition is reported in 1758 by the parish priest of Cárquere (BORGES, Georges Botelho – [Memória paroquial de] 

Cárquere [Manuscript]. 1758. Available at the ANTT, Lisboa. PT/TT/MPRQ/9/142.). Other traditions related to birth and creation 
(which are intertwined with the more important tradition of the Prince’s healing) lead us to the idea of a   hagio and hiero-
therapeutic sanctuary.  

Nave. Collateral altar on the Gospel side. 
Sculpture. “The White” Virgin.
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MANUELINE TRANSFORMATIONS

T
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Church. West façade. Portal. Church. North façade. Nave. Portal.

Church. North façade.
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Church. Walls of the triumphal arch 
and the nave (behind the collateral altars). 
Mural painting. Saint Anthony 
and Saint Lucia.

Church. Triumphal arch. Mural painting and collateral altars.
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THE MONUMENT DURING THE MODERN PERIOD

I
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10 AUC – Secção Universitária, Renda de Cárquere. Estante 17, tabela 4, n.º 27, fl. 8. Even with the prejudices of the author 
and his time, this inspection was described by Assumpção (1893).

11 This is included in a description from the 17th century. AUC – Estante 17, tabela 2, n.º 36, fólios avulsos.
12 Despite ascribing “major restoration works” to the priory of Ambrósio Pereira, the fact is that Dias (1976: 63) does not 

describe them. 
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13 About this issue, please read Costa (2000).  
14 The main altars - the one on the Epistle side and the one of Saint Sebastian, currently displayed in the sacristy - are 

National Style [1690-1725]. In 1705, master Luís Vieira da Cruz commissioned the work of the collateral altars of the Church 
of Cárquere to the attorney-general of the Society of Jesus (Queirós, 2006: 144, 305).

15 Excluded from the contract was the “left side altar inside the Chancel [...] because it belonged to Jacinto de Magalhaens 
from the City of Braga […]”. About the issue of the construction there was a deed signed between the College and the bishop 
of Lamego, dated September 16th, 1675 (AUC – Estante 17, tabela 2, n.º 36, fólios avulsos).

16 The document is not dated but is placed among other separate items from around 1800 (AUC, idem, ibid.).

Sanctuary of Our Lady of Lapa 
(Sernancelhe). Source: IHRU archive.

General interior view from the nave.
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17 Three paintings alluding to the miracles of the Virgin of Cárquere are still preserved.
18 At the time, the parish had 248 housing units, 755 persons of age and 79 children (AUC, idem, ibid.).
19 AUC, idem, ibid.

Church. Chancel. Main altarpiece.
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20 Although the rector doesn’t clarify it, he was probably the judge João Ferreira Ribeiro de Lemos, the brother of the bishop 
of Lamego, Manuel de Vasconcelos Pereira. He was married to Joaquina Doroteia de Melo Malheiro, the representative of the 
majorat of Velude and the owner of the house of the Enxertado, which was visible from Cárquere. Velude is a small village 
in the parish of Cinfães where, in the 14th century, the settlor of the majorat (Vasco Esteves de Matos) had his manor house.

21 This inventory appears as a consequence of the request filed by José Monteiro da Rocha, the vice-rector and chairman 
of the Treasury Board of the University of Coimbra, on January 31st, 1798 (AUC, idem, ibid.).

22 In 1783 there was already some information: “and the said parish church was then subject to the plight of being 
considered a chapel of a private home, and in addition to these and other nuisance and demands, was the one that caught the 
aforementioned Abbot [of Lazarim] with His Excellency the Bishop of Lamego on the trap door lock that ran from those same 
houses down to the choir of the church, surrounding from almost all sides, with its houses, the Church and its Tower, with 
nothing in the path but farms, thereby oppressing the Residence of the Parish Priests and wishing, alas, to claim the right of 
Patronage, intending, as it actually intended to exclude, by demand, the same University, especially deploying the Church from 
the Factory House, called Lamoza, of which the purchaser took possession, and the sacristy due to the situation of the houses 
below, a room exposed to too much indecency by excessive noises made therein, thus pouring water, carrying other furniture, 
singing when purchasers, or their heirs, attended, sometimes even converting the sacristy’s upper room into a kitchen (...)”, 
request dated 10-5-1786 (AUC, idem, ibid.). 
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23 AUC, idem, ibid.
24 AUC, idem, ibid.
25 AUC, idem, ibid.
26 AUC, idem, ibid.

Church. West façade before the 
intervention carried out by the DGEMN 
(1949). Source: IHRU archive.
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INTERVENTIONS IN THE MONUMENT (19TH AND 20TH CENTURIES)

T

27 About the evolution of facts, concepts, means and personalities who presided over the raising of awareness towards 
heritage and the safeguard of built heritage in Portugal in the 19th century, please read Rosas (1995).



223View of the Monastery before the intervention carried out by 
the DGEMN. Source: Nuno Resende’s private collection.

Church. Interior before the intervention carried out by the 
DGEMN. Source: IHRU archive.
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Walkway over the arch connecting the “Custodian’s House” 
to the “Conventinho” before the intervention carried out by 
the DGEMN (1955). Source: IHRU archive.

Walkway over the arch connecting the “Custodian’s House” 
to the “Conventinho”, as it is today.

Church. North façade before the 
intervention carried out by the DGEMN. 
Source: IHRU archive.



225

[MLB / NR]

Church. Chancel. Arch connecting the chancel to the sacristy 
before the intervention carried out by the DGEMN. Source: 
IHRU archive.

Church. Chancel. Arch connecting the chancel to the sacristy, 
as it is today.

Church. Sacristy. Tomb of Ambrósio Pereira.
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CHRONOLOGY

1125: Friar Teodoro de Melo read (in 1732) an inscription found on the walls of the Residential Manor, which he 
deemed as being a reference to the foundation of the Monastery of Saint Mary of Cárquere;

2nd quarter of the 12th century: foundation of the Monastery of Saint Mary of Cárquere;

1146: in his will, Egas Moniz is likely to have left several legacies to the Monastery of Saint Mary of Cárquere;

12th-13th century: construction of the monastic ensemble of Saint Mary of Cárquere, including the tower;

1279: the Bull of Pope Nicholas III (1277-1280) confirms the autonomy and prerogatives of the Monastery of 
Cárquere; 

13th-14th century: construction of the Church’s Gothic chancel;

1320: the Monastery of Saint Mary of Cárquere was the only monastery held by the Canons Regular of Saint 
Augustine within the diocese of Lamego;

1st half of the 15th century: possible construction of the pantheon of the Resendes;

16th century: Manueline transformation of the Church of Saint Mary of Cárquere;

1511: the Monastery of Cárquere was handed over to the commendatory Francisco Suzarte;

1541: by order of King João III (1521-1557), Cárquere becomes part of the assets of the Society of Jesus;

1545-1560: mural painting campaign on the Church’s volume;

1554: official inquiry to the Monastery and its canons;

1562: Cárquere is definitely handed over to the Society of Jesus;

1578: a Bull of Pope Gregory XIII (1572-1585) dissolves Cárquere’s cloistered obligations and confirms the trans-
fer of its rents from the prior and convent boards to the Jesuit college of Coimbra;

1600: with the death of the vicar Baltasar Botelho, a dispute between the Jesuits and the bishop of Lamego 
breaks out over the ownership and presentation of the Church of Cárquere;

17th and 18th centuries: design of Cárquere’s altarpieces;

1759: with the expulsion of the Jesuits and the confiscation of their assets, the monastic complex of Cárquere 
falls under the administration of the University of Coimbra;

1775-1797: the inspectors make several complaints and admonitions concerning the state of disrepair of the 
complex of Cárquere and its liturgical furnishings; 

1797: Joaquim José, from Enxertado, and José Pinto de Figueiredo, from Paços, were hired to carry out thorough 
works in the ecclesiastical building’s structure and annexes;

1798: upon a request by the Royal Council of the University of Coimbra, the parish priest of Cárquere prepared a 
comprehensive inventory of the furniture, implements and vestments, as well as of the incomes, expenses and a 
few statistical elements regarding the parish;

2nd half of the 18th century: the door that connected the priests’ house to the Church’s body was walled up;
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1806: repair works in the cloister, where a wall had collapsed in the previous year;

1829-1832: several masonry works were carried out in Cárquere’s Church, sacristy and residence; 

From the 1950s to the present day: the remaining ensemble of the Monastery of Cárquere has been subject to 
several conservation interventions;

2010: the Monastery of Cárquere became part of the Route of the Romanesque.
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