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HISTORICAL SUMMARY

L

1 In the 18th century, Francisco Craesbeeck (1992: 331) still emphasises the idea of “Granja” [farm/farmhouse].
2 We refer to the work by Eduardo Teixeira Lopes (1992: 331), which transcribe and update the documents regarding the 

supervising activities of the reigns of King Afonso II, King Afonso III, King Afonso IV and King Dinis. 

General view.
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3 The existence of toponyms that are similar to Telões or Tolões seems to have confused some of the authors in their 
studies on local and regional history matters. In fact, in the Middle Ages, not far from Amarante and “Terra de Basto” [a type of 
Portugese administrative division] there was already a place called Santa Comba de Tolões (or Tolões do Monte, Baião) and a 
place called Telões de Aguiar da Pena. And, to the south of the Douro river, in Castelo Mendo, the churches catalogue from 1320 
mentions the existence of a church that was also dedicated to Saint Andrew and also had the name Telões. But in the case of 
the existing parish of Amarante, although we find two spellings throughout its history, the use of the toponym “Tolões” seems 
to have been more frequent, at least since 1269 (Almeida & Peres, 1971; Moreira, 1989-1990: 78-79).

4 According to Francisco Craesbeeck (1992: 331), who was followed by many other authors, it was the canon João de Barros, 
the last prior of Telões, who handed the monastery over to the chapter of Guimarães thorugh a donation made in 1475.

5 This was how father Torcato Peixoto de Azevedo described the situation of the Church of Telões in 1692: “presents the 
cannons, without the priors, the Church of Saint Andrew of Telões with its adjacent facilities, which was formerly known as 
the monastery of Saint Augustine, offered by Queen Mafalda, the wife of the King Afonso Henriques, and which was founded 
by Rodrigo Forjaz, from the Pereira family, in 887, and had as last commendatory abbot the devotee João de Barros, canon of 
the Cathedral of Braga, and was granted as donation to Saint Mary of Guimarães in 1475, while the church was being ruled by 
Sixtus IV, who issued the bulls (...)” (Azevedo, 1845: 251).

6 This note sounds like a criticism (from the historian or from the man’s point of view?) that is further explained by the 
author: “(...) this decision caused the oblivion of many antiquities that they revealed to be lost (...)” (Craesbeeck, 1992: 332).
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East façade. West façade. Galilee and portal.

Triumphal arch and chancel.

THE MONUMENT IN THE MEDIEVAL PERIOD

“H

7 We believe that the reading suggested by Xosé Lois García (1997: 69) is somewhat forced; he finds a Eucharistic meaning 
here, saying that the capital on the Epistle side represents a bunch of grapes and the opposite one a bread. 
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North façade. South façade. Nave.

West façade. Oculus.
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General interior view from the nave.

8 The initial reading pointed to 1501, meaning that the chronological interval of this workshop’s artistic production was 
framed between 1498 and 1504. But, the rereading of the same inscription by Luís Urbano Afonso (2003: 273-274) forced a 
redefinition of its temporal boundaries. 
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Triumphal arch. Wall on the Gospel side. Mural painting. Nativity.

9 Caetano (2006-2007: 60) and Matriznet (inventory no. MAS PD 1) [Online]. Available at www: <URL: http://www.
matriznet.dgpc.pt/>.    

10 Until then it was only possible to catch a glimpse of a few fragments covered by layers of whitewash and dust, scattered 
across the chancel’s back wall and the upper area of the triumphal arch’s wall, on the Gospel side. The restoration work was carried 
out by ESGRAFITO, led by António José Duarte, who was assisted, in this task, by Elvira Barbosa (Caetano, 2006-2007: 58). 
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11 Despite the difficulty in identifying the compositional scheme of Telões, Joaquim Inácio Caetano establishes a connection 
between the fragments found here and the series of paintings that exist on the back wall of the church of Saint Margaret of 
Vila Marim (Vila Real), ascribed to the same workshop known as “Marão II”, which probably featured a similar compositional 
scheme (Caetano, 2006-2007: 59).  

Chancel. Back wall (behind the main altarpiece). Mural painting. Saint Andrew.
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Processional cross.

THE MONUMENT IN THE MODERN PERIOD

T

12 Another legacy, although this time from the 17th century, is the chalice-monstrance offered by João Batista Cheiroso in 
1697, as referred to in its engraved inscription (Ferreira, 1972). Catalogue no. 37. Recorded in the inventory of the diocese of 
Porto under no. PMC0.0071 (Costa & Alves, 2008).

13 The cross is registered in the inventory of the diocese of Porto under the no. PMC0.0073 (Costa & Alves, 2008). This was 
part of a series of Medieval processional crosses registered in the inventory of the diocese of Porto and recently presented by 
father Manuel Amorim (2011).

14 Both framed within type I metal crosses (11th-12th centuries) (Orey, 2001).
15 It is possible that those invocations were part of the mural painting programme from which only the Nativity remains, 

and were replaced at a later date by the existing invocations of the collateral altars. 



229Chancel. Main altarpiece.

16 We only used the references to the Gospel and Epistle sides while describing furniture and architectural elements 
included in the chancel because this was the space in which the passages of the Holy Scriptures were read.
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Nave. Collateral altarpiece on the Gospel side. Nave. Collateral altarpiece on the Epistle side.

Nave. North wall. Altarpiece. Nave. South wall. Altarpiece.
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17 SGMF – Arquivo – Comissão Jurisdicional dos Bens Cultuais, Porto, Amarante, arrolamento dos bens cultuais, Telões, liv. 
67, fl. 136-139v.

18 [S.a.] – Visitações dos arcebispos de Braga às igrejas e mosteiros do cabido de Nossa Senhora da Oliveira de Guimarães 
no século XVI. Boletim de Trabalhos Históricos. Vol. 12 (1949-1950) 99-145.

19 [S.a.] – Visitações dos arcebispos de Braga às igrejas e mosteiros do cabido de Nossa Senhora da Oliveira de Guimarães 
no século XVI. Boletim de Trabalhos Históricos. Vol. 13 (1951) 94-96.

20 [S.a.] – Visitações dos arcebispos de Braga às igrejas e mosteiros do cabido de Nossa Senhora da Oliveira de Guimarães 
no século XVI. Boletim de Trabalhos Históricos. Vol. 12 (1949-1950) 99-145.
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Nave. South wall. Panel. Last Supper.

21 ADB – Visitas e Devassas, Sousa & Ferreira, 1.ª parte, L. 117, fl. 12-12 v.º.
22 Idem, ibid., fl. 18.
23 ADB – Visitas e Devassas, Sousa & Ferreira, 1.ª parte, L. 118, fl. 18 v.º.
24 Idem, ibid.



233

CONTEMPORARY INTERVENTIONS

T

25 Coutinho, Manuel Carvalho – Missiva de 10 de outubro de 1864. IRHU/Arquivo ex-DGEMN/DREMN, Cx. 3216/3. 
Correspondência igrejas do concelho de Amarante. 1864-1867.

26 Ofício da Direção Geral dos Assuntos Culturais de 28 de dezembro de 1972 [SIPA.TXT.00901118] PT 
DGEMN:DSARH-010/026-0109 [Online]. Available at www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.pt> [Nº IPA PT011301350015].

27 Memória de 4 de abril de 1973 [SIPA.TXT.00901123]. Idem.
28 Idem. 
29 Ofício JN11/13 (99) da Direção Geral dos Assuntos Culturais de 28 de dezembro de 1973 [SIPA.TXT.00901129]. Idem.
30 DECREE no. 129. O.G. [Official Gazette] Series I. 226 (77-09-29) 2390-2396.
31 Neto, Nelson Castro Borges – Missiva de 16 de julho de 1979 [SIPA.TXT.00901130] PT DGEMN:DSARH-010/026-0109 

[Online]. Available at www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.pt> [Nº IPA PT011301350015].
32 Ofício n.º 8543 da DREMN de 25 de junho de 1980 [SIPA.TXT.00901134]. Idem.
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Nave. High choirs before the 
intervention carried out by the DGEMN 
(1973). Source: IHRU archive.

[MLB / NR]

33 Memória de 1 de julho de 1980 [SIPA.TXT.00901145]. Idem.
34 Memória de 31 de julho de 1981 [SIPA.TXT.00901164]. Idem.
35 Teixeira, Maria da Graça Pinheiro; Machado, Maria de Fátima Ferreira; Teixeira, Maria de Fátima Lourenço – Missiva de 19 

de março de 1984 [SIPA.TXT.00901178]. Idem.
36 Neto, Nelson Castro Borges – Missiva de 25 de maio de 1984 [SIPA.TXT.00901180 and SIPA.TXT.00901179]. Idem.
37 Memória de 10 de agosto de 1988 [SIPA.TXT.00901197 to SIPA.TXT.00901199] PT DGEMN:DSARH-010/026-0109 

[Online]. Available at www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.pt> [Nº IPA PT011301350015].  
38 IRHU/Arquivo ex-DGEMN/DREMN/DM – DGEMN:DREMN-2732/12 to 15.
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CHRONOLOGY

Until the 11th century: probable chronology for the foundation of the monastery of Telões;

13th century: Telões was allocated to the “terra” or “julgado” of Basto;

13th century (1st half): possible chronology for the edification of the Romanesque Church based on the remaining 
traces;

1269: Domingos Pais, canon of the cathedral of Porto, left a series of lamps to the monastery of Telões for light-
ing and decoration of the altars of Saint Lawrence and Saint Mary Magdalene;

1320: the Church of Telões, in the “terra” of Sousa, is referred to as contributing with 1200 “cruzados” to the 
Crusades;

1475: the patronage of the monastery of Telões is transferred to the collegiate of Our Lady of Oliveira (Guima-
rães);

Early 16th century: first mural painting campaign in the Church of Telões;

1510-1580: several interventions in the Church of Telões are documented, recommended by diocesan visitors;

1782-1784: construction of the side altars as the inspections indicate;

19th century: deployment of a fifth altarpiece for the Church of Telões;

1831: the parishioners of Telões request larger bells;

1864: the Church of Telões is deemed to be in a “reasonable state of preservation”;

1972-1977: process for the classification of the Church of Telões as Public Interest Building;

1980: lowering of the two high-choirs that existed over the main door; 

1980’s: conduction of several conservation and restoration works in the Church;

2005-2009: action for the safeguarding of the construction of Telões, including its movable assets and the refor-
mulation of the area for the Eucharistic celebration;

2006: discovery of the mural painting in the Church of Telões;

2010: integration of the Church of Telões in the Route of the Romanesque.
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